Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USBERL 01756 24II35Z 

43 

ACTION EUR-08 

INEO OCT-OI SS-I4 ISO-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 CIAE-00 

PM-03 DODE-00 L-OI ACDA-07 10-03 SP-02 TRSE-00 OMB-01 

/050 W 

I028I0 

R241123Z AUG76 
PM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2983 
INEO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO 

CONPIDENTIAL USBERLIN 1756 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PINT, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: SENAT REFLECTIONS ON SOVIET ATTITUDES TOWARD ERG ELECTION 

REF: BONN 13459 

1. DURING CONVERSATION ON AUGUST 13 WITH CHANCELLERY CHIEP 
HERZ ON ANOTHER MATTER,MISOPF ASKED HIM WHETHER HE HAD 
HEARD RUNOR THAT SOVIETS MIGHT PAVOR CDU VICTORY IN OCTOBER. 

HERZ SAID HE HAD NOT HEARD RUMOR AND WOULD BE INCLINED TO 
DOUBT THAT IT REPRESENTED TRUE SOVIET DESIRES. HE NOTED 

THAT SOVIETS ARE USUALLY INCLINED TO STICK WITH WHAT THEY KNOW 
AND NOT VENTURE INTO UNKNOWN-CDU GOVERNMENT WOULD REPRESENT 
UNKNOWN. FURTHERMORE, HONECKER MEETING WITH GAUS, WHICH 
CONTRIBUTED TO LESSENING OP TENSIONS BETWEEN ERG AND 
GDR, CAME RIGHT ALTER HONECKER SAW ABRASIMOV. 

2. SIMILAR VIEWS VOICED PEW DAYS LATER BY SENATOR STOBBE, 
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WHO EXPRESSED OPINION THAT SOVIETS HAD ADOPTED BASIC 
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HANDS OFF ATTITUDE TOWARDS ELECTION. IF ANYTHING, STOBBE 
SAID, THIS WOULD BENEEIT SPD/EDP COALITION SINCE SOVIET 
EEEORT TO INTEREERE ON COALITION'S BEHALE, WERE IT TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN, WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY BE HANDLED IN 
EMBARRASSINGLY CLUMSY MANNER WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 
EOR THE COALITION. GEORGE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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